Briefing on the Practice and Power of Calling on the Name of the Lord
Executive Summary
The act of "calling on the name of the Lord" is presented as a foundational, ancient practice intended to establish a direct and powerful line of communication between humanity and the Divine. Originating in the generation of Enos, the grandson of Adam, this practice shifted from general communication to a specific, personal invocation of God’s revealed name. The discourse emphasizes that the name of the Lord—historically identified as Yahweh and manifested in the New Testament as Jesus—serves as a "strong tower" providing protection, spiritual healing, and legal authority in the spiritual realm. The central directive is for believers to move beyond "playing" with the name or using it only in times of crisis, instead adopting a lifestyle of bold, direct, and constant invocation to facilitate intercession, personal safety, and spiritual transformation.
Historical and Biblical Origins
The practice of communicating with God is as old as humanity, beginning with Adam’s "unparalleled access" in the Garden of Eden. However, the specific method of "calling on the name of the Lord" evolved through distinct biblical stages:
· The Seth/Enos Generation: While Adam and Cain spoke with God, Genesis 4:26 marks a turning point where men began to specifically "call upon the name of the Lord." Seth and his son Enos are credited with introducing a method of prayer that included God’s literal name, making communication more personal and powerful.
· The Patriarchal Tradition: Abraham continued this practice by building altars and calling on the name of the Lord (Genesis 13:4). This tradition was passed down to his son, Isaac, who similarly built altars to maintain this connection (Genesis 26:25).
· The Davidic and Solomonic Insights: King David used the practice for deliverance from enemies (Psalm 18:3), and Solomon identified the "name of the Lord" as a "strong tower" into which the righteous run for safety (Proverbs 18:10).
Linguistic and Theological Context of the Divine Name
The discourse provides a detailed examination of the names used for God, noting the transition from ancient Hebrew to modern English translations.
The Sacred Tetragrammaton (YHWH)
The original name used by the generation of Seth was Yahweh. In ancient Hebrew tradition, this name was considered so sacred that it was protected by specific writing and speaking practices:
· Vowel Omission: Consonants (YWH/YHWH) were used while vowels were omitted to prevent the name from being used "in vain" or spoken too loosely.
· Capitalization in Scripture: Most modern Bible versions (such as the King James Version) denote the name Yahweh by using uppercase "LORD."
Variants of the Divine Name
The source identifies several Hebrew titles and descriptors that invoke different attributes of God:
· Adonai: Mighty Lord or Master.
· Elohim: The mighty Creator.
· El Shaddai: God Almighty.
· El Elyon: The Most High.
· Compound Names (Jehovah/Yahweh): Including Jireh (Provider), Rapha (Healer), Nissi (Banner), Shalom (Peace), Ra-ah (Shepherd), Tsidkenu (Righteousness), Shammah (Present), and Sabaoth (Lord of Hosts).
The New Testament Transition to the Name of Jesus
The discourse posits that the authority associated with the Old Testament names of God is fully encapsulated in the name of Jesus (Yeshua).
· Exclusivity and Authority: Jesus is described as having the "name above every name." He provided explicit permission for believers to use His name to request intervention ("If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it," John 14:14).
· Salvation and Baptism: New Testament theology, particularly in the Book of Acts and Romans, ties salvation directly to the name. This includes the command to be baptized specifically in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.
· Miraculous Power: The name is the primary tool for casting out demons, speaking in new tongues, and healing the sick.
Functional Applications and Benefits
Calling on the name is described as more than a religious ritual; it is a functional tool for various aspects of life:
	Benefit Category
	Description of Effect

	Protection
	Acts as a "force field" or "bubble" of safety; a refuge from enemies.

	Spiritual Medication
	Used to combat panic attacks, anxiety, depression, and physical pain (flare-ups).

	Intercession
	Provides a "blanket" or "covering" over family members, children, and even those in distant locations.

	Atmospheric Shift
	Changes the spiritual "climate" of a home, workplace, or church sanctuary.

	Legal Authority
	Forces "demons to flee" and secures "remission of sins" during baptism.


Directives for Practice
The source concludes with specific instructions on how to effectively "call on the name":
1. Avoid "Playing" with the Name: Using the name without intent or reverence is likened to wasting essential resources (money, water, or air conditioning) during a crisis.
2. Maintain Directness: Believers are encouraged to be "bold" and "clear" rather than "beating around the bush" or mumbling.
3. Frequency and Setting: The practice should not be limited to church settings or times of trouble. It should be used daily—while working, cooking, exercising, or traveling.
4. Heartfelt Faith: The act must be a "heartfelt act of faith" and a declaration of total dependence on God, rather than a performance to impress others.
5. Transition to Praise: Continuous invocation of the name is expected to eventually shift the believer's mindset from a state of petition to a state of praise and gratitude. 
