Briefing: The Assignment of Preparation (An Analysis of Joshua 6–7)
Executive Summary
This briefing examines the scriptural narrative of Joshua chapters 6 and 7, focusing on the transition between the victory at Jericho and the defeat at the city of Ai (referred to as "I"). The central theme is the "Assignment of Preparation"—the divine mandate to gather and preserve specific resources for future generations and the "house of the Lord," even when those resources do not serve the immediate needs of the current generation.
The analysis highlights the catastrophic impact of individual disobedience on a community, the mechanics of divine exposure regarding hidden sin, and the spiritual dangers of covetousness. The core takeaway is that some blessings and resources are intended to flow through a generation rather than merely to them, requiring a commitment to legacy and intergenerational stewardship.

The Mandate of Consecrated Resources
In the conquest of Jericho, Joshua provided specific instructions regarding the spoils of the city. While the city itself was declared "accursed" and destined for destruction, four specific resources were to be spared and consecrated to the treasury of the Lord.
The Four Consecrated Metals
These resources were exceptionally valuable in antiquity, functioning as currency and essential materials:
· Gold: A primary form of currency used for high-value transactions.
· Silver: Used for coinage due to its manageability and for the creation of fine art.
· Brass (or Bronze): Utilized for hardware and various vessels.
· Iron: Essential for agricultural tools and the manufacturing of weaponry.
The Purpose of Collection
The text emphasizes that the Israelites did not technically need these items for their immediate survival. They had inherited houses they did not build and vineyards they did not plant. The preservation of these metals was intended for:
1. The Future Treasury: At the time of the conquest, there was no physical "house of the Lord" (temple); the resources were being stored for a future institution.
2. Future Generations: The act of gathering was an exercise in "paying it forward," ensuring that descendants would have the wealth and tools necessary for their era.

The Trespass of Achan and the Defeat at Ai
Despite the clear prohibition against taking "accursed" items, a member of the tribe of Judah named Achan committed a trespass that resulted in communal failure.
The Sin of Appropriation
Achan admitted to taking three specific items from the spoils:
· A "Goodly Babylonish Garment": A luxury item that should have been destroyed.
· 200 Shekels of Silver: Taken from the resources meant for the treasury.
· A Wedge of Gold (50 Shekels): Also stolen from the consecrated goods.
Achan concealed these items by burying them in the earth beneath his tent.
The Consequences of Disobedience
The spiritual "sin in the camp" led to an immediate military failure at the city of Ai:
· Military Defeat: Despite sending 3,000 men against a seemingly small force, the Israelites were routed.
· Loss of Life: Thirty-six Israelite men were killed in the retreat.
· Crisis of Leadership: Joshua fell into deep despair, questioning God’s intent for bringing the people across the Jordan, even sounding like the previous generation that lacked faith.

The Mechanics of Divine Exposure
A significant portion of the narrative focuses on how God handles hidden sin. The text posits that there are no secrets from the Divine, as reinforced by New Testament principles (Luke 8:17, Luke 12:2-3).
The Process of Identification
God did not initially name Achan but commanded a systematic process to expose the guilt:
1. Tribal Sorting: Bringing Israel forward by their tribes.
2. Family Selection: Narrowing the search to the families of Judah.
3. Household and Individual Scrutiny: Moving man-by-man until Achan was identified.
The Purpose of Public Exposure
The text suggests that God exposed Achan to set a precedent. Because the same temptation of greed would exist in future conquests, a definitive example was necessary to demonstrate that private theft from the treasury would be detected and punished. This served as a form of "loss prevention" for the nation's future wealth.

Behavioral Analysis: Covetousness and Greed
The narrative serves as a warning against covetousness, defined as an excessive or "deep-seated craving" for possessions belonging to others or designated for other purposes.
Characteristics of Covetousness
· Discontentment: It causes individuals to lose appreciation for what they currently possess.
· Irrationality: Achan stole a garment he could not realistically wear and money he could not easily spend without revealing his crime.
· Communal Impact: One individual's greed caused 36 deaths and stalled the progress of the entire nation.
Comparison to Other Biblical Figures
The text draws parallels between Achan and other figures whose greed or hidden actions led to their downfall:
· Saul: Spared the king and livestock of the Amalekites against divine command.
· David: Attempted to hide the murder of Uriah, only to be exposed by the prophet Nathan.
· Gehazi: Secretly took gifts from Naaman the Syrian after Elisha had refused them.
· Ananias and Sapphira: Conspired to withhold a portion of a property sale while claiming to give the full amount to the church.

The Modern Application: Legacy and Intergenerational Stewardship
The "Assignment of Preparation" suggests that modern faith communities have a responsibility to act as conduits for future prosperity.
	Resource Type
	Modern Equivalent / Application

	Financial
	Stocks, bonds, investments, insurance policies.

	Physical/Tools
	Land, buildings, and specialized equipment (e.g., the donation of a piano for future music lessons).

	Intellectual/Cultural
	Music, records, family heirlooms, and photographs.

	Spiritual
	Training and mentorship to ensure natural abilities are developed in the next generation.


Conclusion
The narrative concludes with the restoration of Israel after the sin was dealt with. Following Achan's exposure and the removal of the accursed things, the Israelites returned to Ai and were successful. This underscores the document's central argument: successful preparation for the future requires absolute integrity in the present and a rejection of the greed that robs future generations of their inheritance.

