The Real Kings of the Bible		Life Lessons from King Rehoboam
Consider I Kings 11:9-13, 41-43
The Transition from King Solomon to King Rehoboam
Several tragic things happened during the final years of King Solomon’s reign.  Not only did he fall deep into sin, but he had to live his final days knowing that God was going to prevent his son from following in the footsteps that he and his father (King David) had enjoyed.  They led a unified Nation!  One of the penalties exacted by God on Solomon was the promise of dividing the nation into two parts.  
An interesting note:  The Scriptures do not detail the way Rehoboam became king.  The Scriptures do not name any other children of King Solomon.  We are only told that his mother was named Naamah, who was an Ammonite (I Kings 14:21).  Naamah was one of the wives of Solomon who influenced him to build her a place to worship her idol.  The Ammonites were a pagan people who worshiped the gods Milcom and Molech. God commanded the Israelites not to marry these pagans, because intermarriage would lead the Israelites to worship false gods. Solomon disobeyed and married Naamah the Ammonite (1 Kings 14:21), and, as God had warned, he was drawn into idolatry (1 Kings 11:1-8). Molech was a fire god with the face of a calf; his images had arms outstretched to receive the babies who were sacrificed to him.   Naamah’s influence did not end with Solomon but could be seen in her grandson too.  
A Leadership Lesson from King Rehoboam
Included in the long list of byproducts associated with sin are things like confusion, frustration and bitterness.  This becomes clear in the transition from King Solomon to King Rehoboam.  The happiness of the people that the Queen of Sheba observed was gone by the time of King Rehoboam.  She described the people and atmosphere as being unusually joyful.  By the time King Solomon died, the people were resentful.  
Compare I Kings 10:4-8 with II Chronicles 10:4 
The explanation for this is obvious.  The people were happy as long as they were doing the Work of the Lord.  But once King Solomon’s heart was drawn away from serving the Lord, it affected the overall morale of the people.  
Life Lesson #46 - …The best leaders know how to manage morale by living a wholesome and holy life.  Consider Proverbs 29:2
Good advice and Bad advice
Consider II Chronicles 10:5-19
As soon as King Rehoboam was seated on the throne, he was confronted with a challenge to his leadership.  The people came to him, respectfully, and wanted to know what type of leader he would be.  They presented him with their concerns and were willing to wait for an answer.  Depending on how one reads the passage, this was not presented harshly.  It almost seems that they wanted him to reply kindly.  If King Rehoboam had the wisdom of Proverbs 3:5-6, or Proverbs 15:1, things would have turned differently.  But instead, he chose the wisdom of Proverbs 11:14 (Proverbs 24:6).

Who were Rehoboam’s advisers?
· The older men would have been eyewitnesses to the demise of King Solomon.  They would have confirmed the concern of the people.  
· The Younger advisors would have been contemporaries of King Rehoboam.  
The younger men’s perspective would have been of the successful appearance of the gold and silver.  They would not have known what life was like during the happy days of building the temple in unity.  
Life Lesson #47 - When getting advice, consider the perspective of the advisor.  Some people give advice with an agenda.  Or they are offering advice on something that is beyond their knowledge or area of expertise.  They may mean well and still offer bad advice.  Always prefer advisors who will dare to tell us what we “need” to hear, versus what we “want” to hear.
Life Lesson #48 - Bad advice can be detrimental.  Greek dramatist named Sophocles said of Bad advice, "No enemy is worse than bad advice."
List three examples of bad advice and good advice in life.
1. Marriage
2. Finance
3. Health
Obviously, King Rehoboam chose to listen to the wrong group of advisors.  
Life Lesson #49 - …It is always good to have experienced advisors.  
Rehoboam’s 17-year reign
What King Rehoboam should have done from the beginning was learn from his father’s mistakes, remove the temples Solomon built, and follow the Lord with his entire heart.  But at the end of the day, he chose not to follow God.  He is listed among the bad Kings.  Note the phrase found in                   II Chronicles 12:13-14, “…and he did evil…
Consider I Kings 14:21-24, II Chronicles 12:13-14.  
II Chronicles 12 gives us a clear insight into what life was like during the 17 years of King Rehoboam.   After only 5 years, the Lord began to strip King Rehoboam of what God allowed him to have.  
Consider II Chronicles 12:1-12.  King Shishak … took all… (verse 9).  
Imagine the sadness that the older people had to feel as they watched Egypt take away the things that David and Solomon had ceremoniously dedicated.  Although things could have been worse.
We should notice verses 12-14.  It would seem from these verses that King Rehoboam was inconsistent in his walk with God.  He never learned the value of living for God.  
Life Lesson #50 - People who operate in a Spirit of excellence have different tastes from those who do not.  We always want the best for God.  King Rehoboam’s solution was a reflection of his heart.  
Homework:  A difference between a Good King and a Bad King was in how they felt about God.  We should ask ourselves this question:  How does it feel when God does NOT get “The Best”?  Homework:  Read I Kings chapters 11-14 ( focus on Jeroboam)
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